
Position statement on the Covid-19 Coronavirus 

 

1) As the Covid-19 Coronavirus situation is now developing in the UK from “containment” to “delay” 
and possibly further phases the Kent Tree and Pond Partnership will have to consider its activities, 
and those of its individual volunteer wardens. 

2) We would ask everyone involved in Tree and Pond Wardening in Kent to consider any risks 
appropriately for the safety of themselves and others as the situation develops and be mindful of 
the advice provided by the UK Government’s Chief Medical Officer, particularly regarding ‘hand-
washing’ and also all other aspects of ‘social distancing’ as it becomes appropriate see: 
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/03/04/coronavirus-covid-19-what-is-social-
distancing/?fbclid=IwAR2wzK53GmboFTPhsfb1Q0F1Y0ILMH8AYVeSkk2cMtWzDZwk6SuX7MLrIug 

3) Some events organised and planned by the Kent Tree and Pond Wardens are likely to be 
postponed whenever individual risk assessments at the time indicate that it is appropriate to do so, 
until further guidance on the ever-changing situation regarding COVID-19 is known. Others of lower 
risk may continue to be held as planned, if the risks can be minimised to a sufficiently safe level. We 
hope to reschedule delayed training and other events later this year, perhaps in the summer, once 
official guidance indicates that it is considered safe to do so. 

4) Individual Tree and Pond Wardens should consider, as the situation develops, their own individual 
activities carefully and minimise the risks to themselves and others whenever possible. This might 
mean, for example, rigorous hand-washing, deploying social distancing, minimising contact 
particularly with vulnerable persons, not attending Parish Council meetings in person, using the 
phone or email rather than visiting others, delaying planned events, etc. Vulnerable people may 
include those older adults, the immunocompromised, and those with pre-existing health issues such 
as lung disease, heart conditions, diabetes, etc. 

5) Other third party organisations / persons who have arranged their own events should also be 
mindful of the advice provided by the UK Government’s Chief Medical Officer and must accept full 
responsibility for all persons of their group if involving Volunteer Tree or Pond Wardens as private 
individuals.  

6) Updates and further advice will be provided via email and: 

Our website: www.kenttreeandpondpartnership.wordpress.com 

Our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/KentTPW 

Our Facebook group: www.facebook.com/groups/Kenttreeandpondwardens/ 

 

David Carey, 

Chair, Kent Tree and Pond Partnership, composed of all the Volunteer Tree and Pond Wardens in 
Kent. 
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